PRESS RELEASE | Amsterdam, 15 November 2016

LANA MESIĆ WINS FIRST GROLSCH UNSEEN RESIDENCY
Unseen and Grolsch are delighted to announce that Lana Mesić (1987,
Croatia) is the winner of the first Grolsch Unseen Residency. The residency
offers a two-m onth scholarship in London early next year, encouraging this
em erging artist to create a new body of work with an unconventional
approach to the urban creative landscape. The resulting work will be
exhibited at Unseen Photo Fair & Festival 2017.
Out of 61 premiering artists at Unseen Photo Fair 2016, an international jury comprising
of Jenny Nordquist (Artistic Director, Landskrona Foto Festival, SE), Karin
Andreasson (Picture Editor, The Guardian, SE) and Alison Nordström (Independent
Scholar & Curator, US) selected Lana Mesić with her project ‘Souls, ties and a pile of
carrots’ as the winner of the Grolsch Unseen Residency.
Lana Mesić: “I feel incredibly happy and grateful for the opportunity to explore what
London and this residency have to offer. Especially to be able to continue doing my
research on the workings of failure in this magnificent context. My career grew alongside
Unseen and you can even say that major milestones of my practice have been on display
there. I am extremely proud and honoured that I can add this to our joint timeline!”
With her project, Mesić will investigate London as a prominent global financial capital and
the impact it had on the economic crisis. Recently her work has dealt with the theme of
failure and how this construct works. She will continue to explore the possible ways in
which to visualise value and failure through various experiments. Mesić: “I truly believe
that a failure is never a failure if we learn something from it.”
According to the jury: “Lana’s attempt to visualise the construction of value is an
intriguing proposal, and we anticipate that her work will take new and surprising
directions as she interacts with people and objects in London. We are confident that
Lana’s work will benefit from the Grolsch Unseen Residency in London and that this is the
perfect time in her career for her to undertake it.”
Grolsch Unseen Residency
Grolsch and Unseen have launched the Grolsch Unseen Residency to encourage emerging
artists to look at the urban environment with fresh eyes. Both partners share a common
perspective – that you have to challenge conventions if you want to create something
new and surprising. The residency annually awards an artist a two-month scholarship
over the winter/spring period. The 2017 residency will be held in London, where the
artist will be working closely with professional photographers and other leaders of the
local creative industry. The artist will create a new body of work with an alternative

positive approach to the urban creative landscape. The resulting work will be unveiled at
the following edition of Unseen Photo Fair & Festival.
Ronald van Am erongen, Grolsch Global Brand Director: “We are delighted to support
Lana in her unconventional approach to London’s financial world through the Grolsch
Unseen Residency. Lana’s collaborative work, which will be realised in London in 2017,
reflects Grolsch’s commitment to adding value to the local urban creative landscape. We
are looking forward to seeing the end result at Unseen Photo Fair & Festival in September
2017”
UNSEEN PHOTO FAIR 22 – 24 SEPTEMBER 2017
www.unseenamsterdam.com

Founding partners
Unseen was founded by partners Foam Fotografiemuseum Amsterdam, Office for
Cultural Business Development Platform A and Vandejong Creative Agency.

Editor’s note
About Lana Mesić
Lana Mesić (b. 1987, Croatia) is a visual artist that explores the realm of the invisible. Her
work centers around the exploration of photography as a construct and the boundaries
between reality and illusion. After her graduation from the Master Photography at the
AKV | St.Joost in Breda she was immediately long-listed for the Dutch Doc Award. After
that she was selected for Winterthur’s Plat(t)form 2013 and nominated for the New Talent
Photography Award ING. Meanwhile she exhibited in The Hague, New York, Tokyo, Kigali,
Sao Paolo and Zagreb.
Unseen Photo Fair
Unseen Photo Fair is the annual international photography fair focused on new
photography, which takes place from 22 – 24 September 2017 at the Westergasterrein in
Amsterdam. Over 50 international galleries present the latest work of more than 150
artists. Additionally, the fair is a place for the exchange of dialogue, artistic expression
and ideas, with a 3 day speakers programme and a book market of 60 international
publishers.
Grolsch
Grolsch is a premium beer brand from the Netherlands. Established in 1615 in the east of
the Netherlands, it is now enjoyed in more than 70 countries around the globe. Grolsch is
well known for its iconic swing-top bottle and its recipe, invented in 1658, that uses not
one, but two types of hop for a vibrant taste and crisp finish.
For more information & images please visit www.unseenamsterdam.com or contact the
Unseen Press Office: pressoffice@unseenamsterdam.com / +31 (0)6 46109868
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